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Introductions 

ÅMy background  

ÅYour background 

ÅWhat are you hoping to gain from this 
workshop? 



Goals 

ÅDevelop understanding of UDL as an overarching 
framework for inclusive instructional design. 
ïIdentify the principles of Universal Design for Learning 

 
ÅIdentify ways UDL can provide access to the general 

ed curriculum. 
 
ÅImplement several strategies based on UDL principles 

to infuse digital materials versus traditional curricula. 
 
ÅAction Plan 



Universal Design for Learning 

  Fist to 5 
 



              

            

        

WHAT IS UDL? 



Universal Design Origin 

Movement in architecture 

 

ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ the needs of the broadest possible 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ      
  - Architect, Ron Mace 

 

Examples of Universal Design?  

 



Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Origin 

CAST (-not for profit research development 
organization) believes:  

 ñbarriers to learning are not, in 
 fact, inherent in the capacities of 
 learners, but instead arise in 
 learners' interactions with 
 inflexible educational goals, 
 materials, methods, and 
 assessments.ò  

Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age , p. vi  

 

  David Rose 

http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/udl
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/udl


¦5[ ƛǎ Χ 

 

ÅEvolved from UD 

 

ÅA framework 

ÅBased in brain research 



¦5[ ƛǎ Χ 

a framework 
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ÅEvolved from UD 

ÅA framework 

ÅBased in brain research 



¢ƘŜ άwhatέ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 



¢ƘŜ άhowέ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 



¢ƘŜ άwhyέ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 



UDL and the Learning Brain 

ÅOne must recognize information, ideas, and 

concepts 

 

ÅOne must be able to apply strategies to process the 

information 

 

ÅOne must be engaged 

 

     Vygotsky  

http://www.cast.org  CAST©  



UDL is not Χ 

ÅAn intervention 

ÅNew 

ÅTechnology 
 



How many faces do you see? 





Principles 



PRINCIPLES and GUIDELINES 
 

Focused on teaching and learning 

 

 

 

Handout 





http://udlwheel.mdonlinegrants.org




Questions??? 

BREAK 10 Minute 



              

            

        

WHY UDL? 



Share 

   

Why UDL? 



ÅLearning is unique to individuals 

ÅAbilities continually shift 

ÅIntersection between individual and 
environment  

ÅAn average student is mythical 

Why UDL ? 





Paradigm Shift 

ÅCurriculum 

 

ÅTechnology 

 

ÅKnowledge 



Singapore 

ÅSelf-directed learners 

ÅCollaborative learners 



Access and Equity 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwndLOKQTDs


Paradigm Shift 

ÅCurriculum 

 

ÅTechnology 

 

ÅKnowledge 



Technology Changes Everything 

ÅCommunication 
ÅAny time, any place, any how (any path, 

any pace) learning 
ÅPersonalization 
ÅOpenness, sharing 
ÅParticipation in content ,knowledge, 

and news production 
ÅCollaboration  
   Brenda Gourley, EDUCAUSE Review, Vol. 45, no. 1 (January/February 2010): 

30-41.  

 



²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQHX-SjgQvQ


WATSON 



GPS Analogy 

ÅWhat is the present location? 

ÅWhat is the destination or goal? 

ÅWhat is the best route for reaching that goal? 

 



Participatory Culture 

ÅAffiliations 

ÅExpression 

ÅCirculation 

ÅCollaborative problem solving 



Paradigm Shift 

ÅCurriculum 

 

ÅTechnology 

 

ÅKnowledge 



Prensky 2013 

ÅThe font of knowledge used to be 
the teacher, now it is the internet 

ÅTeachers are guides and coaches 
of how to use it well and wisely 



Teach & Assign Verbs 
(Skills) 

 and 

 Give students the choice 
of Nouns (Tools) 

 

Prensky, 2013 



A recent @marcprensky tweet 

άhǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜƭŦ-
direction. 

Kids should leave school with self-
knowledge, self-discipline, and the 
ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 





http://www.udl-irn.org


Turning to UDL 

ÅStates and provinces across the US and Canada 
are turning to UDL as a means of helping 
educators meet the demand to provide 
standards-based education to all learners, while 
recognizing and honoring individual variability 
and diversity. 

ÅGeneral Education initiative 

ÅThe U. S. Dept. of Education, the National 
Science Foundation and major foundations and 
corporations are supporting initiatives to expand 
UDL 
 



UDL appears in the following Federal legislative and policy documents: 
 

Higher Education Opportunity Act 
 UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING.--- 
  ̀ `(A) provides flexibility in the ways information is presented, in the ways  students 
respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and in the ways students  are 
engaged; and  ̀ `(B) reduces barriers in instruction, provides appropriate 
accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintains high achievement 
expectations for all  students 
 
LEARN Act (literacy) bills in House and Senate 
  
¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ tƭŀƴ 
  
U.S. Dept ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ !Ŏǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
  
The Common Core Standards developed by the National Governors Association and 
the Council of Chief State School Officers 
  
¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ wŜŦƻǊƳΥ wŜŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

 

www.udl4allastudents.com 
 

http://www.udl4allastudents.com/


National Direction 

UDL has been in the Higher Education Opportunity Act since 2008 - 
making college more accessible and enhancing teacher prep 
programs 
 
UDL is defined in IDEA 2004 and the Assistive Tech Act of 1998 
 
National Education Technology Plan 

 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative endorses UDL as a 
way to improve access to standards-based learning for all students. 
 
National UDL Task Force 
ÅFact sheets, Briefs, Videos 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://cast.org/netp/page/NETP/l28
http://www.udlcenter.org/advocacy


Common Core Anchor Standards for Reading 

Common Core 

Key Ideas and Details  
REPRESENTATON 

Perception 

Language 

Comprehension 

Universal Design for 
Learning 

Perception 

Graphic Organizers 

Text2Mind McPherson, 2013 


