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Welcome! 
¡ Who are you? 

¡ Who are we? 

N 



Essential Questions   
 How do we… 

¡ …Develop understanding of UDL as an 
overarching framework that provides 
greater access to the curriculum?  

¡ …Create a culture that encourages high 
achievement for all? 

¡ …Identify strategies to help students be 
more successful at Common Core writing? 
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Parking Lot 

N 



Value Line 

¡  You can’t be a good 
writer unless you have 
a solid mastery of the 
mechanics 

¡ Mechanics aren’t 
important. Students can 
learn to be good writers 
without them. S 
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Value Line 

¡ A great cooperative group strategy that gets 
kids active, and supports all children in 
expressing themselves to the best of their 
ability. S 



The Myth of Average 
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UDL 

“…Barriers to learning are not, in fact, 
inherent in the capacities of learners, but 
instead arise in learners' interactions with 
inflexible educational goals, materials, 
methods, and assessments.”  
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Paradigm Shift 
 

Not to “fix” the individual who has a problem 

   instead 

“Fix” the curriculum  
(goals, methods, materials, and assessments) 
so that it can meet diverse learner needs 
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The Three Principles of UDL 
1.  To support affective learning, provide 

 multiple, flexible options for engagement 

2.  To support recognition learning, provide 
 multiple, flexible methods of 
 presentation (representation) 

3. To support strategic learning, provide   
 multiple, flexible methods of  
 action/expression 

N 
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UDL vs Differentiation vs 
Personalized Learning 

•  A curriculum framework 

•  A teacher’s response to learner 
needs 

•  Learner profiles, personal learning 
paths, flexible learning 
environments, competency-
based progression 
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How does UDL make the 
teacher’s job easier? 
¡ Proactively planning for a range of 

learners 

¡ Reduces the need for accommodations 

¡ Lowers stress! 

S 



Brian’s Story 
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TRY THIS… 
¡ When we say go, write down the lyrics to the Pledge 

of Allegiance as fast as you can 

¡ HOWEVER… 
¡  Every sixth word put a slash / before moving on. 

¡ At the end of every line on the paper, stop and count the 
words and record the number before moving on. 

¡  Every time you write a word with a silent letter, circle it before 
moving on. 

¡  Record the time it takes you to finish. 
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What’s the Big Deal About 
Writing? 

¡ Writing requires attention to multiple details 
 

¡ Long term memory 
¡ Short term memory 
¡ Working memory 
¡ Graphomotor functions 
¡ Language 
¡ Ordering 
¡ Higher order cognition 

And all at once! 

S 



S 

VERY HIGH COGNITIVE LOAD 



What if we did this instead? 

¡ When you’re DONE writing: 
¡ Go back and count every sixth word, 

and put a slash  /  
¡ Now go back and count the number of 

words in each line and record the 
number. 

¡ Finally, go back and circle every word 
with a silent letter. 
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Change is necessary 
¡ Teaching to the middle leaves many 

behind 

¡ Focus on the margins 

¡ Create access 

¡ Embrace  
technology! 
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Technology 

¡ Reduces the demands 
on working memory 

¡ Students can focus on fewer elements at 
once 

¡ Supports areas of weakness 

¡ Motivates reluctant writers! 
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Common Core says… 

¡ Right in the introduction! 

¡ Allow for the widest possible 
range of students to 
participate fully 

¡  Reading includes use of Braille, 
screen-readers or other assistive 
devices 

¡ Writing should include scribe, 
computer or speech-to-text 
technology. 

¡  Speaking and listening 
interpreted to include ASL 
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What does this mean? 
¡  BROADEN our definition of writing and writers 

¡  USE technology to give access  

¡  USE UDL to create a culture of engagement! 
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Culture of Engagement 
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Active learning
Self-regulated 

learners
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Engagement 

Empowers students and 
provides them with an 
understanding of their own 
learning strengths and options 
to use them. 
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Hidden Curriculum 
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The Hidden Curriculum in 
Writing 
¡ What are some of the rules we expect students to 

follow during writing time? 
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The Hidden Curriculum in 
Writing 

¡ Follow the rules about independent work 
time 

¡ There are appropriate and inappropriate 
ways to ask for help 

¡ Manage your time, and transition to a new 
activity when asked 

¡ Be a supportive peer editor 
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The Hidden Curriculum in 
Writing 
¡ Make them transparent!!! 

¡ Teach and practice!! 
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Reducing Threat 
¡  The Story of Jake 
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Multiple Means of 
Representation 

N 



How do you like to learn? 

¡ By reading a great book 
 

¡ By listening to a riveting story? 
 

¡ By looking at beautiful pictures 
 

¡ By experiencing hands-on activities 
N 



Jenna. Loves to learn by listening. For her, the engaging  
classroom is teacher centered and structured. 

Eric. Very social and popular. Loves  
opportunities to work in groups and be 
active as he learns. 

Katie. Very active and athletic. Can’t sit still. Likes  
to build things, act things out, or work with her hands. 

Amir. Skilled learner who likes to dig deeply into 
learning. Loves to work independently on  
research projects. 
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So how do we make it work 
for them all? 

¡ Present information multiple ways 
¡ Orally 
¡ Visual supports 
¡ Media & technology 
¡ Research & reading 
¡ Learning tools and strategies 

¡ Give students CHOICES 

¡ Help students learn what works for them 
N 



Graphic Organizers 
First Grade W.1.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce 
the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some 
sense of closure. 
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Other Examples? 
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Other Examples 
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Multiple Means of Expression 
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Raymond. Super intelligent, but dyslexic. Has trouble 
with writing because of spelling and graphomotor problems. 

Sandra. Second language learner with a 
great imagination, but limited English  
vocabulary. 

Dalia. A student who can write 
and spell fluently, but has trouble with higher-order 
cognition. 

Caitlin. High-energy and very verbal, but has 
trouble staying focused on tasks. 
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Voki 

W.5.9.A  Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text. 

Characters from the Hunger Games S 



Made on ReadWriteThink.org, recorded 
using Screen-Cast-O-Matic 
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Pinterest 
W.3.7  Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 
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Pinterest 
W.3.7  Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 
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Grade 9/10 

¡ L.9-10.3  Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style… 

¡ W.10  Write… for a range of tasks, purposes 
and audiences 

¡ Facebook, email, blog, text, newsletter  
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Grade 9/10 

¡ Students choose topic and read (or listen) 
about it on various sites 

¡ Write a short opinion piece about the topic 
including evidence 

¡ Choose three formats: Facebook, email, 
formal letter, text, blog, newsletter, etc.  

¡ Adjust the style and voice for each format 

S 



Grade 9/10 

¡ Students choose topic and read (or listen) 
about it on various sites 

¡ Write a short opinion piece about the topic 
including evidence 

¡ Choose three formats: Facebook, email, 
formal letter, text, blog, newsletter, etc.  

¡ Adjust the style and voice for each format 
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Accessing the “Inner Writer” 

¡ Accessibility Settings 

¡ Siri 

¡ Dragon Dictate 

¡ Word Prediction  
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Use It or Lose It! 

¡ Each table is assigned one principle of UDL 

¡ Create an artifact that demonstrates your 
understanding of teaching writing using that 
UDL principle 
¡ Choice: Work alone, with a partner, or as a 

team 

¡ Share out with a Gallery Walk 
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Parking Lot Questions 
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Closing Thoughts 

¡ Separate the goal from the means 
 

¡ Teach to the margins 
 

¡ Reduce the cognitive load  
 

¡ Embrace diversity! 
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Thank You! 

Nancy Aguinaga 
Sally Spencer 

 
naguinaga@semo.edu 

sspencer@csun.edu 
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